
An Introduction to 
Understanding the Curriculum

Newtown Public Schools





Newtown Public Schools

1. Using Learning Targets
2. Checking for Understanding
3. Employing Total Participation Techniques
4. Fostering A Culture of Grappling
5. Using Questions to Promote (Not Just Assess) Student Learning
6. Engaging Students with Protocols
7. Deepening Student Discourse
8. Co-Constructing Anchor Charts with Students

8 High-Leverage Practices

Every lesson and component is designed to incorporate these 
eight high-leverage practices:



K-4 Module Topics
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Curriculum Structure: Unit Progression 

Unit 1 
Read, discuss, 
dramatize & write to 
acquire strong & 
specific content & 
background 
knowledge & literacy 
skills. 

Unit 2
Close reading across 
multiple lessons to 
analyze & discuss rich 
literary text. Take basic 
Unit 1 understanding 
to a deeper level. 

Unit 3 
Synthesize learning 
and prepare for final 
performance task.

Depth: Students can practice more complex literacy skills as they go deeper into topics.



Questions




